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MINUTES 


of the twentieth regular 


The members of this Synod convened on Thuwier, October 22., 
1874, in the morning at 9 o’clock, in the church of the Ev. Luth. Zion 
Congregation at Hamilton, Ohio,—G. H. Trebel, Pastor. The nek 


vas opened with the usual liturgical service by its ven. President, 


Prof. M. Loy. Fourteen sessions were held, each of which, excepting 
the first, was opened by the chaplain appointed to this office, and 
closed with appropriate prayers and benedictions. On account of the 


vast amount of business to be transacted only three sessions were 
devoted to the discussion of doctrine. May the blessings of God rest 


upon the work that has been done, that His name be glorified and the 
interests of His kingdom promoted. 
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Pastors Wyneken, Mees, and Runkel of the Missouri Synod, 
Candidate Mees, and the students of Theology at our Seminary at 
Columbus: Busch, Rether, Schulze, and Schumann were present at 
this Synod as guests. 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 


Jesus Christ. Amen. 

In Christ Jesus Beloved Brethren: 

within the limits of our church in this country have not alleviated our 
position and task as a synod. By the grace of God much improvement 
has been made among us, for which we can not be sufficiently grateful 
to our merciful Lord and Savior. As a rule our congregations are 
growing in grace and knowledge, and as they become more and more : 
conscious of the glorious treasures they possess in the Ev. Luth. 
Church, their zeal in the work of the Lord is increasing. Our District 
Synods, at whose sessions I have been present as frequently as possible, 
in accordance with the instructions given to me, are laboring with 
growing zeal for the confirmation of all their members in the unity of 
the faith by means of unity in knowledge of the pure doctrine of God’s 
word, and for an ever increasing cooperation in obedience to this word, 
to the glory of God and the welfare of His redeemed. Our connection 
in the Synodical Conference with other Synods of the same faith has 
been productive of rich blessings, and will, as we confidingly hope, 
continue to bring forth yet richer blessings. We stand united now 
with many brethren, on account of which we rejoice. But the end of 
the work and of the battle is not yet. Le. us work while it is day 
and run with patience in the battle ordain d unto us. This is our 
calling; in this we will walk, without seek’ ug vain honors or temporal 
pleasures. 
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The Lord is our King. He alone is Lord in His congregation. 
Servants, faithful servants He wants in His church, but no proud 
rulers who labor to supercede Him. He Himself occupies the throne. 
He rules, but He rules by His word. To this we must submit, with 
this we must work, and through this establish and extend His kingdom 
of grace among us. That He alone is the Lord and that He rules 
through His word, of this we must become ever more deeply conscious, 
and perform our work accordingly with an ever increasing faithfulness. 

By the help of His grace to this end = we therefore devote these 
days of our Synodical convention. 


a “ 


* 
( 
‘ 


fellow-laborer of God in the great work of redeeming lost souls from 
eternal ruin, and that the Synod in which many congregations are 
represented has a high calling in reaching this divinely appointed end, 
it is equally important to remember that the Lord has not resigned His 
office, but that His purpose is to remain King in His kingdom. He is 
gracious enough if He permits us unworthy men to hold the place of 
servants. Neither are new revelations broughit to light by ourselves, 
so that we are authorized to announce promises and commands in 
matters concerning which His promises and commands are not other- 
wise declared. His will is revealed once for all in the Holy Scriptures, 
We can and dare make use of nothing else than this His word and do 
nothing else than apply this word. Of ourselves we are weaklings 
who can do nothing. But His word, which it is our calling to declare, 
is powerful. Through this word we are made strong. The strength 
of God is made perfect in weakness. 
| When we are guided by the word of God, that is, when we permit 
Him to speak and to reign, we must not permit the charge of pride, 
bigotry and exclusiveness to trouble us. Such charges are not directed 
against us, but against our Lord, in whose name we speak and labor; 
and those who fling them at us may settle the account with Him whose 
servants we are. We can not help it that God will not give His glory 


Re to another, that He binds our conscience by His word, that He saves 


us by faith alone, and that it is His will that we shall know His 
disciples by this, that they continue in His word. Neither can we, as 
His faithful subjects, desire to have it otherwise, for we certainly know 
that His ways are right, good and salutary. 

Were we to plume ourselves with the thought that within the 
limits of human knowledge we are more learned and skillful than 
other men, this would indeed be pride on our part. But because the 
question is not at all concerning our own knowledge and skill in these 
spiritual things, we can go forward with entire cheerfulness, even 
though our enemies do reproachfully call us “proud.” All such 
accusations presuppose that we poor human beings are seeking our 
own glory by reigning and ruling in the kingdom of our Lord as it 
seemeth good unto ourselves. But inasmuch as by the grace of God 
we Lutherans are far removed from such usurpation, such a charge 
could by no means be directed against us. If we were lords in the 
Church we might very probably be ready to permit the arguments of 
those who differ from us to induce us to depart from many a demand. 
But inasmuch as Christ is Lord and His word clear, we can say yea 
only where He says yea, and we must abide by our nay where nay is 
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written in His word. This is true humility that we harbor no desire 
to rule over the Lord’s word or to exalt ourselves above the King. 
If this seems like pride in the eyes of our opposers we can not help it 
that they lack so greatly in Christian knowledge and that they have so 
little reverence for the word of the Lord. | 
The same is also true concerning the charge of narrow-mindedness 
made so often against us. If we dare not permit ourselves to be led 
away from the word by our reason, so also we dare not be induced by 
the feelings of men to depart from it. God is greater than our heart, 
and it certainly would not be an honor to us if we would permit our- 
selves to be persuaded to strive for a greater love than that which is 
itself infinite love. For the disciple can certainly have no desiro to be 
more liberal than the divine Master who has loved us even unto death. 
Alas, if we would only become ever more and more like unto Him! 


Imperfect as our love always is, He knows that we love the brethren. 


But if some do not manifest themselves as brethren,. because they do 
not continue in His word, it is indeed no fault of ours and can not be 
charged to us as uncharitableness. As liberal as the word is, so liberal 


we also desire to be. But if this is too contracted for many, the fault 
is in their on flesh, and not in their faith, and by this fault we can 


not possibly acknowledge them as brethren.. Numerous as our imper- 
fections and failings are, this supposed narrowness is not in our heart, 
but in the word of the Lord, to which our heart desires to submit. 
It is this true charity which seems like nnn, to a corrupted 
world. 

In regard to tolerance, however, a peculiar state st dees prevails. 
It is difficult for a serious Bible-christian to adopt himself to the 
modern unionistic theories concerning it. If the question is whether 
false teachers may be permitted to dwell in our cities and in our 
country, it certainly would be contrary to the Lord’s will if we were 


to say nay to this and were to sanction the persecution of such pitiable 


people. But if the question is whether false doctrine, and those who 
obstinately defend it, shall be tolerated im the church, the answer must 
be very different. The Lord tolerates no-one in His kingdom who will 
not be submissive unto Him. He toleratesno heresy. Who and what 
are we that we should presume to change the orders pronounced by our 
King? Whatever He refuses to tolerate in His kingdom His servant 
must also refuse to tolerate. Let us not permit ourselves to be fright- 
ened into unfaithfulness to our Lord by the unseemly cry of tolerance 
uttered by those who refuse to have their conscience bound by tlie 
divine word, and whose desire is to have all things tolerated in the 
church excepting a conscientious continuing in His word. 
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Possibly many Lutheran Christians, especially ministers of the 
Gospel, might be touched in a more sensitive part, if they were 
attacked, on account of their conscientious adherence to the word of 
God and the doctrines of Luther, from another standpoint, as is so 
often done. Apparently congregations frequently suffer on account of 
such faithfulness. The increase in the number of members is hindered 
thereby; indeed on this account many sometimes “go back and walk 
no more with” the congregation. The attendance at church decreases; 
a cry is lifted up against the pastor, and his salary can no longer be 
raised as in former times. The struggle with the cares of this life 
begins, and his soul is rendered yet more sorrowful by the bitter accn- 
sation that by his own fault the congregation is no longer as prosperous 
as formerly. The cross he is made to bear by such uncharitableness 
lies heavy upon-him-— almost crushes some to the earth. But What 
shall he do? He certainly dare not become unfaithful to the Lord! 
Certainly no one among us will entertain such a thought. To him 
who would so incur the eternal curse of God for the sake of freeing 


_ himself from a temporal burden, we could only cry out: “thou fool!” 


No, dear brethren, to the disciples of Christ other ways are open. 
They take refuge in the Almighty, merciful God, whose cause it is, 
submit all to Him, and commend all into His hands. They well know 


that “He will shape events to a salutary end.” They permit Him to 


care for them as they are enjoined to do: “Casting all your care upon 
Him; for He careth for you,” 1 Pet. ö, 7; and again: “Be careful for 
nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving let your requests be made known unto God.” Phil. 4 6. 
Let us but be faithful and permit Him to rule and to care for us; 
He is excellent in, working. Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 
and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall 
yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.” 


Ps, 42, 12. 


All our care must be that we hold firmly and steadfastly to the 


word of God, and that in all things we strive to do His will and to 


glorify His name, whether for this we be honored or despised of men, 


whether for this days of prosperity or days of adversity come. The 


truth is all days we spend with the Lord are days of prosperity, and 


certainly He is with us always. 
Let us therefore begin our synodical labors the Lord’s name, 


in the glad faith that He will be in our midst will vouchsafe His 
blessing, 

Besides the matters referred for uisctission ond the business con- 
cerning our institutions to be transacted, as well as the unfinished 
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business of former sessions, all of which be submitted at the 
proper time by those appointed for the purpose, I beg leave to submit 
several other subjects for consideration. 

The first is concerning matters pertaining to congregational - 
schools. It is to be regretted that many of our beloved congregations 
have not: succeeded or desired to establish congregational schools. 
This is a want which, so far as we are able, we should meet as soon as 
possible. If it is our aim to train up steadfast Lutheran Christians 
who will not be tossed about by every wind and wave of doctrine, but 
who are always ready to give answer to every man that asketh a 
reason of the hope that is in them, then the true foundation must be 
laid in youth, Where no congregational schools exist, this in many 
cases can not be accomplished at all, and in the best cases only in a 
defective degree. The most needful work for us to do, if we would 
rightly care for the welfare of our congregations, is to take measures 
to instruct our children diligently in the word of God, that they may 
grow up in a true knowledge of the doctrine of salvation. To this end 
however we must have pious and competent school teachers. That so 
few of these are at hand is no doubt a chief reason why many congre- 
gations have not yet established schools. Our first duty therefore is 
to discover ways and meabis by which the needed school teachers are 
to be procured. Shall we establish a normal school of our own, either 
separate from, or in connection with, our already existing institution 
of learning? Or should we, if possible, enter upon an agreement with 
our sister synod, who has already established such a school, so that we 
might have school teachers educated there for our congregational 
schools? That something ought to be done, and that, putting our trust 
in the Lord, we ought to begin the work without delay, as it is hoped 
is clear to all. 

The second is concerning our English Hymnbook. True, it is 


unwise to make any unnecessary change of books used in the chur en 


Yet I beg leave to recommend the appointing of a committee, whose 
business it shall be to prepare a new English Hymnbook to be sub- 
mitted at our next Synod, unless it should appear that our object 
could be more readily attained by referring the publication of such a 
hymnbook to the Synodical Conference. The plates of our 


hymnbook are getting old, and by the time a new book could be pre- 


pared a new edition of the old hymnbook would occasion nearly the 
same expense as the publication of a new one. But this is not the 
chief thing to be considered. Since the preparation of our present 
book, the amount of material at hand for an English Lutheran hymn- 
book has been considerably augmented, especially by translations of 
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many of our well tested church hymns. It would now be possible to 
secure a collection much more adopted to our wants, inasmuch as it is 
not to be denied that many of the hymns now in use betray the origin 
from a non-Lutheran source. Since the hymnbook exerts so great an 
influence in the congregations, it ought to be our desire to place within 
their reach the best at cur ͥ 
fice can be too great. 

Finally I will once more venture the repetition of u question 
already submitted several years ago, that is, whether our home mission 
work might not be made much more efficient if it were carried on 
under the direction of the Joint Synod, than under that of the several 
Districts. For some reason or other this so necessary work is not 
prospering as it should. Some congregations have no interest in it, 
and even in some Districts almost nothing is done. The cause of: this 
certainly can not be an entire want of love for our scattered brethren 
in the faith. An entire District perhaps does but very little, because 
there is no mission within its bounds, and therefore fails to see the 
burden that rests upon another District. We need a proper organiza- 
tion in which all could cooperate, If the matter of missions were made 
the business of the Joint Synod, all, it seems to me, would be ready to 
take part in the work, and besides this the force at our command could 
be used to better advantage, because no attention would then be paid 
to the limits of Districts. In my opinion it would not be difficult to 
direct the work by a commission appointed for this special purpose. 

It might, at least, be worth while once more to make this a subject of 
earnest consideration. 

As the servants of God, highly favored, unworthy as we truly are, 
let us do the work unto which we are appointed, in the sure faith that 
He will bless our deliberations and our acts; for to Him belongs the 


cause that has brought us together, as the ‘Kingdom is His also, and 


the power and the glory. Amen. 
Columbus, O., Oct. 20, 1874. 


The reading of the President’s report was + followed by the election 


of officers, which resulted as follows: 
PRESIDENT ... . 2 M. Loy. 

Vice PRESIDENT .. Prof. W. F. Lehmann. 
GERMAN Rec. SS. H. F. Belser. 
ENGI Ian . . Pastor H. A. Becker. 
Corresponpine Sec. . . Prof. L. Schmid, 


“TREASURER . . Mr. J. Klinger of Buller, Pa 
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Pastor F. A. He 2 was appointed to act as Chaplain during 


During the sessions of this Synod the following business was : 
DOCTRINAL DISCUSSIONS. 
Pastor G. F. H. Meiser had, as instructed by Synod, prepared 
eight Theses on Exchange of Pulpits. Four of these theses were 


REMARKS. 


exchange of pulpits which is practiced when orthodox pastors admit 
each other into their pulpits,—and in a general way support each other 
in the administration of their office,—but that false exchange of pulpits 
which, alas! has become so prevalent, not only among the sects, but is 
also practiced and tolerated by ecclesiastical organizations in our land, 
who call themselves Lutheran. 
| These theses however are not submitted for discussion in our 
Synod, because among us false doctrine or practice in regard to this 
point prevails, against which we must wage a warfare, but much more, 
in the first place, to bear testimony against this ruinous disorder, and 
then also that We ourselves and our congregations may become more 
and more firmly established in the . 
cerning this matter. 

mean the practice now prevailing in many ecclesiastical organizations, % 
By this thesis we desire to state that in speaking of exchange of 
pulpits we do not refer only to the practice by which a pastor opens 
his pulpit to one who differs from him in the faith, or in union with 
such a person conducts divine service; but by the word “pulpit” we 
refer more especially to any locality where the functions of the holy 

office of the ministry are performed; and whehever any orthodox 

_ preacher upon any occasion performs the functions of his office in 
union with one who is not orthodox (even though he should call himself 
Lutheran) we reject such an act as a false exchange of pulpils,—as, for 
example, in cases of funeral occasions, or sunday school festivals, or 
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tn orthodox pastor or congregation on such cecsions permits one 
7 


Whether a tokens Pastor or a Lutheran W may par- 
ticipate in such a practice, or whether they must reject the same, depends 
upon the question whether or not it is in accordance with the Word of God 

and the Confessions of the Ev. Lath. Church derived from this Mord. 

Here attention is called only to that which must direct and decide 
us in the acceptance or rejection of any ecclesiastical practice whatso- 
ever,—that is, to nothing more nor less than the infallible word of God 1 
and the Confessions of our Church founded upon the same. For this 
is a feature by which our church is distinguished from all other eccle- 
siastical bodies, that she accepts the word of God as the only rule of 
faith and practice,—not only with the lips, but in deed and in truth. 
If therefore a question arises among us concerning the acceptance of 
any ecclesiastical practice, we do not ask whether or not others have 

accepted it, or whether it has become generally prevalent, or is accept- 
able to the masses; but with us the only question is whether or not it 
is approved of God in His sacred word. Whatever His word approves 
we approve also and do it; but whatever His word rejects we reject 

also, though all the world should do otherwise. By this principle, 
and by this alone, we will permit ourselves to be led in the question 
before us now, concerning exchange of pulpits. ) | 
Ik however besides the word we also refer to the G of 
the Lutheran Church, this is not done with the intention of setting up 
another rule at the side of the Holy Scriptures; but it is done only in 
the sense in which our church in any event accepts her 3 
viz. as a faithful and true testimony for the divine word. 


Tuxsis 3. 


Exchange of pulpits is contrary to „ 
commands constant adherence to the word in all respects, as well as the 
rejection of all that is not in consonance with this word, and the avoidance 
of all those who teach doctrines that conflict with this word. 

This thesis is designed to show that exchange of pulpits as defined 
in the first thesis truly conflicts with God’s word, first, because God in 
His word commands that we shall faithfully cling to His word in all 
respects,.and second because it demands that we shall reject all things 
that are contrary to the same, and that we avoid all * .. 

false doctrine. 
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Thlue word and sacraments are exalted gifts of God's grace, with 
which the precious merits of Christ are connected, and through which 
these merits are offered to us poor sinners. There is no other salvation 


than that purchased for us by Christ Jesus and given unto us through 
these means of grace. It is therefore absolutely necessary for us to 


e in their purity and fullness these means of grace which the 


Lord has intrusted to us for our salvation. We must hold fast not 
only the chief articles of Christian doctrine, but also every title of 
Holy Writ; for all Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is prof- 
itable for doctrine, ote. 2 Tim. 3, 16. God's word is not only contained 
in the Scriptures, but the Scriptures are God's word, and will so con- 
tinue in all eternity. If therefore but one word be questioned or held 
doubtful the security of our foundation is thereby shaken and all true 
comfort taken away. For this reason too the Lord warns His people, 


- mands them. Deut. 4, 2. n 18. 19; John 8, 31. 32, 
and Gal. 1, 8. 9. 

Ou Gel: 5, 9. says: “Tf a 
small particle of dust lodges in the eye it can not be endured nor per- 


us Germans when we speak of medicines for the eye, that within the 
eye nothing is pleasant; and Jesus says, Matt. 6, 22 and Luke 11, 34: 
The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single 
thy whole body also is full of light, ete., and again, verse 36, If thy 
whole body therefore be full of light, having no part dark, the whole 
shall be full of light. By this parable Jesus shows“ that the eye, that 
is, the doctrine, must be perfectly clear and pure, s0 that no part of 
darkness nor even the semblance of a cloud cam be detected. In 
regard to this also the word of St. James in the second chapter and 


tenth verse of his epistle is very clear and distinct, that whosoever — 


shall offend in one point is guilty of all! Therefore the doctrine must be 
like a ring of fine gold, in which no crevice nor fracture can be found; 
for whenever such a ring of fine gold contains either fracture or 
crevice it is no longer perfect......For this reason those fanatics, who 


are so very easy and indifferent about this matter, thereby sufficiently © 
indicate to us what they really think of the majesty of the divine word. 


If it were true that they sincerely believe it to be God’s word, they 
would not so recklessly play with it as with a toy, but they would hold 
it in the highest reverence; and they would likewise know that one 
word of God is all and that all God's word is one, and that a willing- 


into a willingness to 


surrender all.“ 


that they shall not add to or diminish from the word which He com- 


mitted to remain, lest it cause injury. Therefore it is a saying among 
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How then can any Lutheran, who does not despise the word of 
God, practice exchange of pulpits with preachers who, e. g., deny that 
a man is justified by grace alone, who confound, to the hurt of many 
souls, the doctrines of justification and sanctification, of the law and 
the Gospel, who will not admit that the sacraments are means of 
grace, and set aside entirely the efficiency of God’s word? By such a 
sinful practice he would only show that he has no regard for the word 
of God, and he would confirm the soul-destroying folly that the doc- 
trine is a matter of no import, and that at last all doctrines, though 
by different roads, lead all those whose intentions are good into one 
heaven. 

But a Lutheran pastor must not only teach ne les dsh Sie 
only see that it be not taught in his congregation, but God’s word le 
demands of him that he reject false doctrine and 2 he avoid false 
teachers. 

It has always been the devil's design e word of God 
and to make it set forth his own lies. He did this in Paradise; he did 
this through false prophets in the old covenant, and he does this 
through false apostles and brethren in the new covenant, who by the 
semblance of truth betray large multitudes, whom Christ has dearly 
purchased, into the jaws of hell. How shall a pastor protect from such 
destruction the souls entrusted to him? Must he be a dumb dog, 
timorous and selfish, and quietly looking on while soul after soul is 
made Satan’s prey? Or must he by exchange of pulpits make common 
cause with those who corrupt the Gospel, and so by his own example 
mislead the flock in his care? Most certainly not! Rather let him do 
what Ged commands in His word: Tit. 1, 9-10. “A bishop must hold 
fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able. 
to convince gain-sayers. For there are many unruly end vain talkers 
and deceivers......whose mouths must be stopped; and Jude 8, con- 
tend for the faith which was once delivered to the Saints; and Matt. 
16, 6. “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the ' Sedducees;” 
and Acts 20, 28-81 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all 
the flock,......for I know this, that after my departing grievous wolves 
shall enter in among you,” and again, 1 John 4, 1. “Believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God.” 

Luther also writes on this subject to Dr. Major: “He 8 
his own doctrine, faith and confession as true, right and certain, can 
not stand in the same stall with others who teach false doctrine, or 
approve the same, nor can he always have a good word for the devil 
and his gang. That teacher who remains silent when and where 
error is found, and yet claims to be a true teacher, is worse than an 
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per fanatic, and does more harm be his hypocrisy than a heretic, 
and he can not be trusted; he is a wolf, a fox, a hireling and orahiper a 


of self; he has either formed a secret alliance with the enemy, or he is 


a doubter, tossed by the wind, whose aim it is to see which way the 


wind is going to blow, whether Christ or the devil will win; and he is 
not worthy to be called a learner, much less a teacher.” 
Therefore, according to the plain word of God and Luther’s advice 


founded. upon. thie. weed, it is the duty of Christ’s servant not to meet 


false doctrine with silence, but rather to reprove 2K 
it publiely and in private. 
Finally, by the avoidance of those eee eee 


not mean a civil, but an ecclesiastical avoidance, just as in the passage 


of 2 John 1, 10-11. the Apostle does not refer to a civil greeting, but 
to that greeting which takes place among brethren in the faith. 
Neither do we design to teach here that we dare not in any sense ap- 


ledge of the truth, or that any attempt on their part to approach us 
must be unconditionally repelled. But we do maintain that a Luther- 
an can not hold ecclesiastical fellowship with those who believe or 
teach false doctrine, as long as they continue in their error. Such 
avoidance is clearly taught in God's word. Matt. 7,15: “Beware of 
false prophets ;”” Rom. 16,17: “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which 


ye have learned; and avoid them.” 1 Tim. 6, 3-5: “From such with- 


draw thyself.” Titus 3,10: “A man that is a heretic... . reject.” 
Jer. 15, 19: If thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt 
be as my mouth; let them return unto thee, but return not thou unto 
them.” 2 John 10,11: “If there come any unto you and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house.” | 
If, however, a case should occur, in which by the mn 0 of 
God a Lutheran should be constrained to officiate, e. g. at a funeral, 
at the same place with one who believes error, he should very pru- 
dently guard against an apparent or seeming agreement in doctrine 
with the errorist. 
In this connection may also be mentioned the shameful . of 
Lutheran parents, who permit their children to attend sectarian 


schools, or who even send them to such schools, and so neglect the 


sacred duty of the parent to his child. No pastor or congregation 
should permit such things, but should rather make every effort. to ot 
vent this eee: 


* 


proach such as believe errors for the sake of leading them to a know- 
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Lulherun Church ve deriv from the word of God, which confession 


obligates every pastor nid every Lutheran congregation to bear testimony 


to the whole truth, and in every case to reject the opposite doctrine. 
| Py his ordination every Lutheran pastor obligates himself to 
teach the word of God and to administer the sacraments in accordance 
with the confessions of the Evang. Lutheran Church, and neither to 
sanction or to telerate any doctrines militating against these confess- 
ions, but to oppose the same. He therefore who practices exchange of 
pulpits violates his oath and sins against God, who has given and com- 
mitted the truth unto him, against his church, which has made him a 
watchman for the truth, and against his congregation, which has made 
him a preacher of the pure doctrine. So also a Lutheran congrega- 
tion sins against God and its confession, if it permits pastors who have 
become unfaithful to their confession to go unrebuked and suffers 
them to continue in its midst; also if it pei mits a preacher who is an 
errorist to occupy its pulpit, or perhaps even calls an errorist to be- 
come its pastor, or if it permits one of its members to procure the 
services of an errorist on the occasion of a funeral, wedding, or the 
like. | 
The Apology says, Art. 4, that false teachers must not be accepted 
or heard, for they are no longer the ministers of God but of Antichrist. 
| So the 10. Article of the Formula of Concord also plainly teaches, 
that ecclesiastical fellowship can be nn y there where * 
unity in the pure doctrine exists. 
Those therefore Who know 
selves to the symbols, and yet act them, are guilty of perjury 
they have belied God and men. 
Here however the question might arise, whether it is likewise 
wrong to attend service in the churches of errorists, or to hear the 


bermon of an errorist. Though the word of God contains no direct 


answer to this question, it certainly does forbid ecclesiastical fellow- 
ship with errorists, and we must therefore avoid all things that might 
become dangerous to our souls, and also all things that have the ap- 
pearance of evil. Though therefore it is not forbidden in every case to 
attend the services of errorists, such attendance can only take place 
without sin where the dangers alluded to are not to be feared. We 
pray: “Lead us not into temptation.” But what agreement has our 


conduct with this petition if we needlessly expose ourselves to tempta- 


tion? To seek temptation is to perish therein! At least this much is 
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certain, that it is sin to attend the service of errorists for the purpose 
of finding instruction or comfort there, or for the sake of partaking of 
| > the Lord’s Supper. \ 
| The same is also true of the reading of books and periodicals, by 
1 means of which the sects disseminate their false doctrines; and it is 
therefore not only exceedingly unwise, but also highly censurable if 
Lutherans regularly receivesand read such literature. 

But how must we stand in tegard to the General Council, and the 
Synods in its connection, which accept the confessions of the Evangel- 
1 ical Lutheran Church? To this we reply: Although the General 
f Council accepts our confession, we can not look upon it as a Lutheran 
. 4 body, because within its bounds unlutheran doctrine and practice are 
, permitted to exist unrebuked. Therefore what has been said concern- 
} ing a participation in the divine service of the sects and the reading of 
i their publications, applies also to the unlutheran elements in the Gen- 
0 eral Council. But with those brethren in the Counsi., 2 ze one 
0 with us in the faith, and who. faithfully bear testamerr egainst the 
h false position of the Council, we may have ecclesiastical fellowship 
— 


without violating our faithfulness to our confession. 

Finally attention is called to the testimony of our Church as set 
forth in the Smaleald Articles, (pp. 336, Mueller’s edition): “For this 
reason all Christians should exercise the most diligent care not to 

d participate in such ungodly doctrine, blasphemy and unbecoming fan- 
. aticism, but must avoid the pope and his members or adherents, as 
they would avoid the kingdom of Antichrist, and execrate it, as Christ 
e has commanded, Matt. 7, 15: Beware of false prophets; and as Paul 
= enjoins, Tit. 3, 10, that false preachers must be avoided and execrated 
1 as an abomination. And in 2 Cor. 6, 14. he says: Be ye not un- 
7 equally yoked together with unbelievers; for what communion hath 
light with darkness ?’—It is a difficult task to stand separate from so 
many people, and to hold a separate and peculiar doctrine; but in this 
case the command of God applies, that all men must beware lest they 


agree with those who teach false doctrine, or who expect to uphold it 
by their and fanaticism.” 
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Il. CONSTITUTION OF JOINT SYNOD. 


At the conventien of the Joint Synod at Bucyrus, O., A. D. 1872, 
à committee was appointed for the purpose of revising its constitution, 
or, if deemed necessary, to prepare a new constitution to be submitted 

to this body. This committee decided upon the latter course and ac- 


| 
22 


— 


— 
. 
vate 
* 
. 
2 
— 
— 
¥ 
4 
* 
— — 
— 
7 ‘ 
4 
— 
“ 
— © 8 
8 


2 

4 


> ie 7 * 


: 


4 
rund 


12 


> 


cordingly submitted a new constitution. But inasmuch as the Synod 


was occupied with other business to such an cxtent that no time 


remained to submit this new constitution to a thorough examination, 


it was resolved to furnish the committee with instructions as follows: 


First, the constitution as submitted shall be printed in German and 
English. Second, each Pastor shall be supplied by mail with one or 
more copies, so that pastors and congregations may have opportunity 
to examine the same. Third, at the next regular session of the Joint 
Synod a final decision i is to be made. 


III. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


TOGETHER WITH APPENDED TRANSACTIONS AND RESOL UTIONS. : 


REPORT OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE. | 

The document placed into the hands of your committee is the 
report of our worthy President. On this your Committee begs leave 
to report as follows: 

1.) Inasmuch as the part of the report referring to the education 
of school nahem has already been scted upon, your committee. hes 
nothing farther to suggest on that subject. 

2.) Your committee recognized the necessity of publishing a new 


English Hymnbook, and therefore moves that a committee be appointed 


to prepare a proof-copy, to be submitted to Synod at its next conven- 


tton, and that, as rule, none but hymns of an orthodos 


shall be admitted. 
3.) Touching the work of Steno Missions, your 8 is 


convinced that it deserves our most earnest consideration, and that to 


‘carry on this work successfully a committee on missions should be 
appointed. But since this subject has already been referred to an- 
other committee, we move thet the report of said committee be now 
called for. 

4.) Finally your . moves that the report of our worthy 
be in the minutes of this Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, | 

G. Meiser, G. 


U, F. zun 
98 GBO. ALBERT, 


This report was adopted. eee 
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Resolved, 1. That the committee to prepare 
bock shall consist of Prof. M. Loy, Prof. C. H. L. Schuette, Pastor E. Cronenwetty 


Pastor H. A. Becker, Pastor W. (. H. Luebkert, and Prof. J. H. Spielmann. 

2. The proof-copy shall be printed, and in the same suitable melodies shall be 

suggested. The expense of printing is to be met by the publication treasury. —_ 
The mission committee, referred to in item 3, was not prepared to 

report, and a report submitted ata later session was referred for con- 

sideration to the next convention of Synod. | 


REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE. 


To this committee several catechisms were submitted for exami- 
nation. Instead of the suggestions proposed by the committee it was 


resolved to refer the matter 
Conference. | 


Your committee has in 3 the proceedings of the Joint Synod 
of 1872, of the Eastern District of 1878-4, of the Southern District of 
1874, and of the English District of 1872-3. 


Concerning these proceedings your committee respectfully submits 
the following: 


1. Proceedings of the Joi Synod of 1872, page 11, the mode of 
election of delegates to the Synodical Conference is established. 

- Your committee moves that this order be observed until changed. 
Page 14: The regulation is found, that at each session of the Joint 
Synod the Pastors be requested to state the yearly contributions of 
their congregations, as well as their own, for the Institution Treasury. 
Your committee moves that this order be set aside, — 
Pastor, without pledging himself, do what he can. 

Page 20: It found the appointment of an Orphan's Home com- 
mittee, consisting of Pastors Lang, R. Herbst, Loewenstein, Luebkert 

and H. A. Becker. 

Your committee moves that this committee report at once. 
Page 20: Is found that farther time be given the Inventory com- 
mittee to report. 

Your committee moves that the Synod now hear the report of the 
above named committee. 

Page 23: Is found the following to 
struct the committee in charge of the Pastor’s Widows and Orphans 
Treasury to submit to the next Joint Synod a plan for the better 
regulation of this matter, and to report the same to the President at a 


date sufficiently early to enable him to make reference thereto i in his 
report.” 
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Inasmuch as no mention of this is made in the President’s report, 
your committee moves that the managing committee now report. 
Page 25: A resolution requiring Pastor Reichert to furnish a 
history of the Joint Synod, and to report at this convention. | 

Your committee moves that this report be made now. ; 

2. Proceedings of the Western District, 1873. Page 12: This 
District calls attention to liturgical matters. 

Your committee moves that five pastors be now appointed, either 
to furnish a revision of our present liturgy, or an entirely new one, 
and to report at the next Synod. 

3. Proceedings of the Southern District, 1874. Page 13: Joint 
Synod is requested to provide certificates of ordination for the use of 
all the Districts. Your committee moves that a committee of three be 
appointed to meet the above named request, and that these certificates 
shall be printed in German and English. 

92 Proceedings of the English District, 1878. Page 16: This 
District expressed the wish that the “Church Building Fund” estab- 
lished by her be adopted by the Joint Synod as her own. 

Your committee moves that further explanations concerning this 
matter be submitted. 

In the remaining proceedings handed to your committee nothing 
is found ne to this body, that has not been noticed elsewhere. 


W. C. H. M. H. Hocxmay, 
J. F. J. KiIne en, 
J. A. Schorrz. 


This report was adopted. In accordance therewith the committee 


on Orphan’s Home submitted a report to the effect that a suitable 


location for such a Home has not yet been secured, upon which it was 
Resolved, That the committee shall continue to make efforts in this direction. 
The committee consists of Pastors H. Lang, R. Herbst, W. 0. 
H. Luebkert, G. Lœwenstein, H. A. Becker. 
The Inventory Committee was discharged for the present. 
The committee in charge of the Pastors’ Widows and Orphans 
Treasury reported that this matter is regulated in the new constitution, 


and therefote no special plan was submitted. Therefore it was 


_ Resolved, To maintain the existing arrangement for the present. 
Pastor H. F. Belser was re-elected e member of this committee, 
to serve during six years. 
Pastor Reichert informed the Synod that for want of time he has 


not been able to complete the history of our Synod, but that he is 


willing to continue his efforts and to publish results in consecutive 
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- sumbers of N He was requested to act in accordance 
with this statement. | 
Instead of the item referring to the revision or preparation of a 
liturgy, it was 
Resolved, To refer this matter, as well as the publication of an English liturgy 
to the Synodical Conference. 
| In regard to a request of the Western District, (1874), concerning 
the dismission of congregations from the German Districts to the Eng- 
lish, and vice versa, and also concerning the dissolution of the English 
District, it was 
Resolved, To refer this matter to a committee, with instructions to report at the 
next 
is committee consists of Prof. M. Loy, Prof. W. F. Lehmann, 
’. Groth, E. Cronenwett, and G. F. H. Meiser. 
The “Church Building Fund” matter was referred to the next 
Synod, 


Your committee has in hand 23 letters, 21 of which contain ex- 
dure 8 from congregations and 18 from Pastors. Only 2 are of dif- 
ferent import: 
1. Concerning these two last mentioned letters your committee 
has nothing to suggest, inasmuch as they proceed from a former mem- 
ber of the Eastern District Synod and urge a matter concerning 
which, in our opinion, final action has been taken by said Synod. 
2. Concerning the three congregations in Hopewell, Mercer Co., 
O., Ironton, O., and Meadville, Pa., requesting to be excused for not 
sending delegates to this Synod, your committee moves that their 
request be granted. 
your committee moves that the following be excused unconditionally. 
Pastors Herr, Willert, C. Mayer, J. J. Meissner, Yung, Simon, 
Reitz, Volz, Wilhelm, Tressel, Brown and Warns;—but Pastors 
Jeger, Martens, Schillinger, J. M. Meisaner, Lilje and Mahlberg only 
with the admonition that hereafter they should? not permit a long 
journey, or expense, or unavoidable official duties, or temporal matters 
to prevent their presence at Synod. 
Finally, we remark that Pastor Wilhelm requests us to assist his 
- congregation and refers us to Paster Herzberger for farther informa- 
tion, and that Pastor Herr invites the parent Synod to hold its next 
convention at Baltimore, Md. 
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Tour committee recommends that both items be taken into con- 
sideration. Respectfully, 
H. Lane, C. G. 
GorrI. unn. 


5 This report was adopted. In addition to item 8 it was : 
Resolved, That those Pastors whose absence has been excused by the Northern 

and English Districts shall also stand excused by the Joint Synod. | 
And in addition to item 2 it was 


Resolved, That all congregations who have sent no delegates and have also . 
quested no excuse, are herewith earnestly reminded of their duty. 

Hereupon Pastor Herzberger gave an account of the straitoned 
condition of Pastor Wilhelm’s congregation at Greenock, Pa., the 
members of which are now in great need, and that their church prop- 
erty. is in danger of being lost,—all because they are thrown out of 
employment. It was therefore 

Resolved, That this Synod has heard with grief of the sad condition of this con- 


gregation, and that it shall not be forgotten 


REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE. 


112 who has in hands the report of the : 
Pastor J. A. CC 
and receipts at hand, and has found it correct. We move chat this 
report be printed with the minutes. 

From this report your committee learns. that the Kirchenzeitung 
has 2568 subscribers, and that this shows an increase of 426 since the 
last convention of Joint Synod; and inasmuch as we have learned that 
no other committee has the Kirchenzeitung matter in hand, we deem 
it expedient to offer the bv propositions: 


1. P 
tinued. 

ber of subscribers to th a 
it therefore 


Finally we also learn from the Treasurer's Report, anner 
phan's Home matter have been received and are now in his 


* 


| 
Resolved, That each @astor is herewith requested to make an earnest effort to 
secure new subscrib 
3. As the in¢rease in the number of subscribers likewise increases 


ey * 


hands; but 8 the Synod thus far has made no „ Frothlon in 
regard to this, we suggest that the Treasurer of the Institution be in- 
structed to receive these fands and hold them until farther action shall 
have been taken. 
In conclusion we call the attention of Synod to the fact that a 
treasurer of the Institution Treasury and a book agent are to be elect- 

ed at this Synod.’ Respectfully, 
| J. F. N. Worr, E. A. Baume, 


J. Brox, O. von Zeon, 
C. F. Tuetsz, J. Verr. 


This report was sdupted, and concerning the Kirchenzeitung he 
additional resolution was passed, that hereafter the advertisement 700 
the last page shall appear but four times per annum. 

As Treasurer of the Institution Treasury and book agent Pastor 
J. A. Schulze was re- elected. 


"REPORT CONCERNING THE INSTITUTION TREASURY, FUNDS FOR THE 
KIRCHENZEITUNG AND BOOKS OF SYNOD. 
| I. The Institution Treasury. 
Balance in Treasury —]—ö—ö $18,007 02 
Disbursements... 17, 641, 98 
2 Balance in Treasury. „%% „„ ($365 04 
II. Treasury of the nn | 


ts 5,854 98 


Balance in Treasury. . . 140 99 


L. Treasury of Books of Synod. 
Balance and. income „40 „6 $5,337 85 


A. Sonutzs, Treasurer. 


REPORT OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE. © = 


Tour committee has in hand the following: 
1. The report, together with accounts, receipts ond letters of the 
ionary Treasurer. 


2. The accounts of the Treasurer of the Pastore Widows and 
Orphans Treasury. 
3. Treasurer of Joins 
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Your committee submits the following: 7 

1. The Treasurer of the Pastor's Widows and oS 9 
has handed in no report, and we therefore move that this be done. 

2. The accounts of the three Treasurers were carefully examined 
and found correct. 

8. Your committee calls nitention to the deficit in the Treasury 
of Joint Synod, and also to the motion of the Treasurer, that the debt 
shall be apportioned among the Districts. The debt was occasioned 
by the publication of the minutes of the Synodical Conference, and 
amounts to $48.49. | 

4. Your committee acknowledges the industry and care with 
which the accounts of the several treasures have been kept, and moves 
the re-election of Pastor Groth as Treasurer of the Missionary Treasury 
and Pastor Meiser as Treasurer of the Pastor's Widows and Orphans 
“Treasury. 

Finally your committee moves that the reports of the several 
Treasurers shall be published with our minutes. 


Respectfully, 


Bacuer, J. HOMBERGER, 
J. H. Spre.Mann, 
HARTER. 


This report was adopted, a accordingly the reports of the sev- 
eral Treasurers are here given. | 


* 


REPORT OF THE MISSIONARY TREASURER. 
A. Income. 


Amount in Treasury at last settlement, Bucyrus, O., May 23, 1872. . 


26 93 


B. Disbursemenis. 
Remitted to Pastor Th. Harms since October 1872 for bo 


Remitted to Director J. Hardeland ta 1879-4 forthe Leipeig 


For travelling expenses and in part en the indent 
and missionaries of Hermannsburg since the last settle- 


278 90 
To Pastor B. Keil for Emigrant Miasions 98 
For money orders, postage eto . . . 3 64 


m 


F. Gnorn, Treasurer. 
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2. REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE PASTOR’S WIDOWS AND ORPHANS 
TREASURY. 


1. Amount in ‘ees at the Bucyrus Synod, 1872 . . r 244 47 


3. Disbursements up to October, 1874.—.— 092 00 


Amount in Treasury. . . . . .. 507 73 
G. F. H. Treasurer. 


3. REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF JOINT SYNOD. 
Received of the Eastern District...... „%%% $63 00 


“ 
« English 43 00 


— — — 


Paid Rev. J. A. Schulze. $188 64 


$272 7272 50 


Inasmuch as the publication of the Synodical Conference minutes has occa- 
sioned a debt which must be met, the former debt was paid in part. The 
Treasury is still indebted 


To the Seminary $22 49 
To the Publication Treasury. . 24 50 


F. R. Treasurer. 


* * 
* 


_ REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CINCINNATI CONGREGATION. — 


Your committee, after a mature consideration of the condition of 
the Ev. Luth. St. Stephens Congregation of Cincinnati, as the same 
has been represented to us by its delegate and is also known to us 
from other sources, has concluded to offer the following propositions: 

Resolved, That under existing circumstances it is no longer expedient for us to 


And also, 
the the property of the Stephens 
Congregation, and that we recommend that the congregation either establish a place | 
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| E. F. A. 


Sr 


or connect ite with he congregation in 


Respectfully, 
G. Lewenstern, J 
F. Gnorn, W. F. 3 


ER. 
REPORT ON OUR INSTITUTIONS AT COLUMBUS, 0. : 

‘The submitted to your committee and containing a 

ment of the condition of our Institutions at Columbus deserves special 


consideration on the part of this Synod. The following points are 
especially worthy of our attention, and in regard to these your co 


mittee begs leave to submit some observations. 


1. The fact stated in the report, that 45 beneficiaries are at pres 
ent receiving the support of the church, affords an occasion for rejoic- 


ing as to the number of our pupils, inasmuch es it is the duty of the 


church to support gifted young men who are in indigent circumstances, 
Yet we take the liberty to observe that in the reception of beneficiaries — 
great care should be exercised, not only by way of considering their 
worth and talents, but also by way of obtaining previous satisfactory 
information in regard to their ability to support themselves, or to 
obtain the means of support from their own relatives or friends. | 
2. Concerning the present arrangement in regard to the resident 
professor the proposition of your committee is that it remain in force 
for the present. 

8. Your committee rejoices to learn that more instruction in the 
German language has been introduced into the course of the Institu- 
tion, and also that thorough instruction in the catechism is imparted. 

4. Inasmuch as it is of the highest importance that in the Gram- 


mar School instruction be imparted in both languages, and that there- 


fore a teacher is needed who is competent to do this, your committee 


moves that the Board of Trustees shall be empowered to . the 


necessary steps toward the attainment of this end. | 
In addition to this your committee moves that another professor 
be appointed as soon as possible. 
5. We recommend that the. peopesition of, the President off tie 
Institution, concerning literary societies, according to which but one 
German and one English society shall exist in the Institution, and to 
be a member of doth shall be made the duty of e Be : 
proved by the Synod. : 
6. In regard to the Building Fand takes Geo 


| that a sum of money, sayfrom 15 to 20 Thousand Dollars, be obtained 
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skin th bound of Synod on loa if pole without intern and 
that notes made payable. three years after date and signed by the 
Trustees of the Institution be issued. 
7. Inasmuch as the time of service of some of the members of the 
Board has expired, we move that an election of new members take 
now. 
The Treasurer's report in 
been 1 and found correct. Concerning the arrangement by 
which the business of the various treasuries is transacted, we have no 


proposition to submit, inasmuch as we expect this matter to 2 
of in the new constitution. 


9. We are constrained to acknowledge with gratitude to God, 
that thus far our work in the church through our Institutions at 
Columbus has been crowned with blessings, and that therefore we have 
abundant reason to move onward with 22 and * with * 
and faithfulness in this work of the Lord. 
— 
ERBST 
H. Lana, G. — 
W. A. Bowman. 
te the adoption of this report new members of the Board of 
Trustees were elected as follows: Pastors H. A. Becker and G. Lo- 
wenstein and the brethren . * Leesville, Crawford Co., O., and 
F. Rose of Richmond, Ind. 


nor ON OUR INSTITUTIONS AT COLUMBUS. 


The propriety of submitting a report on our Institutions at Colum- 
bus at every convention of the Synod, whose foster-children they are, 
is self-evident. On the part of the proper authority the undersigned 
has been instructed to furnish such a report, and he herewith makes 
an effort to act in consonance with this instruction. 

Since our last report some changes have been effected, it is hoped - 
for the better. In regard to the true condition of the Institutions the 
following perhaps deserves prominence. 

a In the aggregate the usual state of things prevails, so that the 
necessity of observing anything extraordinary in their experience, 
their control and their prosperity does not exist; and yet the cireum- 
stances to which attention is herein called are not uni | 

| The average number of students has been the same as in years 
past, and at present reaches about 70; of these some 20 are in the 
Grammar School,, 24 in the College and 23 in the Seminary. No less 
than 45 are Beneficiaries, W 
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of renewed zeal in the work of providing the Treasury of the Institu- 
tion with the means needed to meet increased expenditures. 

Inasmuch as during quite a length of time sickness prevented 
Prof. Dasher from attending to his duties, it became necessary to 
appoint several of the more advanced students to take his place. 
After his health was restored this arrangement was set aside, * 
has since resumed his accustomed labors. 

Several earnest efforts to increase our facilities by the appoint. 
ment of an additional Professor have failed, until finally « a call was 


which he accepted ond spon the duties of which he anna in ~~? 

. Spring of 1878. The effort to secure a suitable resident Professor, 

_ who might take charge of several subjects of instruction in the course, 
f has also been without success. Prof. Schuette was therefore tempo- 
rarily appointed to supply the office of resident Professor, and still 
serves in this capacity, but with the special understanding that this 
arrangement is only temporary. 

The resignation offered by Pastor G. Baughman as a member of 

the Board of Trustees was accepted, and Pastor G. Loewenstein was 
elected in his stead. Brother John Gruebler of Columbus has like- 
wise resigned in June 1874, upon which Brother F. Beck, also of Co- 
lumbus, was elected in his stead. _ 
In accordance with the wish expressed by the Synod, the course 
of instruction in the College has been changed, to the effect that more 
time is now devoted to the German language and instruction in the 
catechism for the benefit of classes in the Grammar School and Col- 
lege, and for the purpose of fitting our Institutions more and more for 
the attainment of their main object—to build up the church. These 
vhanges are set forth more fully in the catalogue which is regularly 
sent to all the members of Synod. . 

What has been done concerning the demands made upon students 
who apply for admission has been stated in our church papers and can 
yet be learned from them. The mathematical and several other paris 
of the course have been so arranged as to make it possible temporarily — 
to continue the work of the Institutions without appointing an addi- 
tional Professor. Whether it is deemed feasible by the Synod to 

undertake the appointment of an additional Professor for service in 
the College and Seminary, is a question not superfluous at this con- 
vention and needing earnest consideration and decisive action. _ 

At the beginning of the present year the state of health at the 
Institution was far from desirable. One of our students, John, son of 
Pastor F. Groth, was called away by death; others were invalids dur- 
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ing quite a length of time. At the approach of Spring this state of 
things was improved to an encouraging degree, and by the grace of 
God has now become entirely changed. The health of our students 
has since been very good. May the Lord protect teachers and pupils! 

Respecting the existence hitherto of two English literary societies 
in the Institution, it was deemed best on the part of the Faculty to 
take initiatory steps toward their consolidation, for the purpose of 
avoiding evils of various kinds that might easily arise. This recom- 
mendation of the Faculty, to confine students to two societies of this 
kind, the one German and the other English, and to require each stu- 

dent to become a member of both, has been approved by the Board of 
Trustees, and will be carried into effect, provided the approval of Synod 
is likewise obtained. At all events it might not be amiss for the n 
to express its preference regarding this point. 

Concerning the existing condition of our several treasuries 8 
tion is called to the fact, that they are all nearly exhausted. A more 
specific statement of the condition of the Institution Treasury, the 
University Treasury and the Building Fund, as they are called, is con- 
tained in the respective reports herewith submitted. That help is 
needed at an early date is clearly shown by these reports; how this 
help can and will E FF 

estly requested to solve. : 

In regard to the new building the authorities of the Inatitation 
have made it their aim as far as possible to carry into effect the wishes 
of Synod, in so far as these have been expressed. The old property 
has been surveyed, and offered for sale some time past; but on account 
of the exceédingly unfavorable circumstances existing during the past 


few years, the sale of but one lot has been effected, although the pros- _ 
_ pect of additional sales has improved within the immediate past. 


But that the progress of the new building might not be arrested, 
the building committee has found it necessary to secure a loan of 86000 
on terms that are favorable, and that do not include any special risk. 
Unexpected and in some respects unavoidable obstacles have hindered 
the progress of the enterprise to such an extent, that at present noth- 
ing more is to be reported, than that the foundation and the wood 
work for the first story have been completed, and that contracts for 
the stone, brick and carpenter work have been effected. The boarding 
house, which is to be erected separately in the rear of the main build- 
ing, and the erection of which will require only a short time, will be 
begun later, together with the other buildings under contemplation. 
For the present the prospect is, that before the beginning of Winter 
no more than the first story will be completed, and at best, and that 
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— only in case of the most favorable weather, the building may be placed 
i under roof. The undersigned has in bis possession the minutes of the 
7 college-faculty, and also those of the building committee; from these 
1 minutes farther information may be obtainet. 
. Poor the election of those members of the college and seminary 
—- Board, whose term of service will shortly expire, arrangements must 
0 be made at this convention. The respective secretaries will impart 
4 the needed information for this purpose, 


Since the middle of August, 1832, when the corner-stone of the 


47 old Theological Seminary at Columbus was laid, the experience with 
* which our beloved Institution has met and the changes it has endured 
‘ have been varied and numerous, it is hoped for the better. From ex- 


1 ceedingly small beginnings, with one solitary teacher, and a half dosen 
4 students, who, besides the theological instruction with which they were 
provided, and which, alas! was influenced more or less by the prevail. 

ing spirit of the time, received nothing more than the most necessary 

* instruction, our Institutions have advanced to a position 
n to be desired, still responds in a 

est way to our ecclesiastical wants, and forms a foundation on 

| peo ie continue to build with gladness. It is only necessary 

now to carry forward, to expand and rightly to improve the advantages 

already gained, in order by the grace of God to realize for the chureh : 


* the blessing for which we are striving. 

a depends upon our faithfulness. From the most insignificant beginnings 

7 the Lord can bring forth great things. He will do this for us also if 

‘a we use with faithfulness the talent entrusted to us. If He permits us 
dio succeed in possessing our new home, we will with renewed zeal and 


ever increasing faithfulness improve the opportunity offered unto us, 

in order to accomplish the great task unto which we are appointed; 

and it shall be our aim to improve constantly upon the things of the 

„ past, so that the spirit and faith of our fathers shall permeate us more 

54 and more, and that the work of our Institution shall have no other 

: object than to serve the Lord and the church.—May God in merey and 
| grace erent this, | W. F. LEHMANN. 


~ 


kk REPORT ON CAPITAL UNIVERSITY TREASURY. 


At the settlement with the Board of Trustees, Dec, 17, 1878, there 
appeared an income of $2580.48, n 
ing s balance of $92.77. | 
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‘RES 284 858 
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Balance in Treasury oo $93 45 


Concerning this Treasury the undersigned takes the dete 1 | 
remark, that inasmuch as the Synod at Bucyrus has decided that the 


income shall hereafter’ flow into the Treasury of the Institution, thé 


former really performs no important functions; perhaps the most im- 
portant reasons why it should continue to exist are some very special 
objects to be met, and certain legal considerations. 

Its liabilities at present are, for the laying of a brick pavement 
on the West side of the lot occupied by the College building, some 
$50.00. As soon as the small balance remaining in the Treasury shall 
have heen exhausted, current expenses for fuel and other things in the 
building must be defrayed by drawing upon the Institation Treasury. 

The only claim yet to be collected is the loan to the Stephans - 
Congregation at Cincinnati, which, together with interest accrued, 
amounts to some 82400. 00, a sum which may become largely reduced | 
by costs for collecting. | W. F. LEBMANR, Treasurer. 


REPORT ON THE BUILDING FUND AND KINDRED MATTERS. 1 


The undersigned has the honor of submitting the following propo- 
sition in reference to this Treasury: 
_ Appointed by the building committee, as 8 of Capital 
_ University, to take charge of funds for the erection of the new build- 
ing, he has thus far received and disbursed these funds for the purpose 
indicated. From receipts herewith submitted, and the fees 
book the following statement is gathered: 
The entire income since Sept. 11, 1873, inclusive of the 
—ͤPI——ä—¾e ͤ 


Inthe 


The contracts effected for the building, rom the fret story apward 
! incur an outlay of perhaps: 

For wood-work $9489.00; for stone-work. 81998. 00; for brick-work 
$9275.00. The present outlay and debt for digging, Sandation, mater- 
ial, and the like amounts to some $6400. The building therefore, in- 
 ¢luding foundation, stone-mason, and all carpenter-work, will den 
some $27,000. 

This to be sure is only an approximate statement; hi 
nearly correct, that during and after the fulfillment of these contracts, 
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without including plastering, roofing, painting and other things, and 
deducting the amount now in the Treasury, some 21 or 22 thousand 
Dollars will still be needed. The whole: . will therefore cost 
* forty-thousand Dollars. 

Contracts, with the exception of a few of an earlier. date, are 80 
,djusted that payments aré to be made thereon, viz. one-third during 
. progress, of the work, one-third after its completion and the 
remaining third six months later. For farther information reference 
may be had to the minutes of the building committee. 

If therefore the neceasary funds can not at present. be N 
the sale of the old pro rty, it must at least in part be procured in 
de way of loans. The advice and direction of Synod in this matter ig 
very desirable. 

This places hefore us the matter concerning the erection of our 
day building. The building committee desires to know at this con- 
vention what is to be done and the way. of doing the work. 

I it is God's will we shall certainly be enabled to accomplish our 
task; but we dare not become indolent. May He make manifest unto 
us the right ways and the proper means for the attainment of our ob- 
ject, and to the honor of 1 the work of our hands! 
| W. F. 
Treasurer the Pind. 


HON OF SYNOD WITH REFERENCE 70 THE PUBLICATION OF AN 
ae | LUTHERAN CHILD'S PAPER.* 
ie H. Spielman offered the following resolution: 


Wuereas the need of an English Lutheran Child’s paper, true to the Confes 
does of our dear Lutheran Church and devoted to the interests of our Synodical 


sha 


Resolved, That a committee be now appointed who shall, if possible before the 


close of Synod, present a plan for the publication of such a paper. | 
H. L. 
Sehucte, J. H. Spielman and Prof, K. Schmid appointed, said com: 


Lutheran Child's Paper. 
2. Its Confessional basis shall be that of our Church. 
As to form, sie and arrangement, the Kinderblett hall serve 
oo meen. 
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original having been last, the contents of 
the are hase gives Sem 
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4 It shall be the property of Synod, and bo edited by oe 
appointed by Synod}. 

5. It shall be published monthly at Columbus, 0. and a first 
issue, or prospectus, is to appear on or before the 15, of December 74. 

6. 

lications. 
1. The funds needed in the publication of the ben are, to be 
drawn from the Publication treasury of Joint Synod, and, as.soon as 
the paper becomes self sustaining, the ‘surplus is to flow back into the 


Publication treasury. 
E. 


Synod having adopted above report, appointed the following com- 
mittee: Prof. C. H. bn 
— 


IV; OTHER ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS... 


teachers’ Seminary, and the want of school teachers who: have been 
properly instructed and are faithful to our confessions is constan 

growing stronger, a committee was appointed, consisting of Prof. 1 
Loy, Prof. E. Schmid, und Pastor G. F. H. Meiser, with instructions 
to confer with the Synod of Missouri in regard to the reception of our 
students in their Teacher's Semjnary at Addison, III., and afterwards 
to publish the result of such conference in our church papers. 

2. The Concordia Synod. This Synod has made application for 
reception into the Synodical Conference. Since such reception could 
not be effected without the consent of all the Synods forming the Sy- 
nodical Conference, the matter was submitted to our Synod also. 
But inasmuch as the constitution of the Concordia Synod was not at 
hand, it was 

Resolved, That nothing could be done in the matter at this convention of Synod. 

8. Board of Education. To this Board were elected Professors 
W. F. Lehmann, M. Loy, E. Schmid, and C. H. L. Schuette, and 
Pastors R. Herbst, F. Groth and J. A. Schulze. : 

4. Resolutions of Thanks. By special resolutions the thanks of 
this Synod were returned, 

a. to the beloved congregation at sr si Ohio, for its very 


Education of Sehoot teachers. 
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. to the Cincinnati, Hamilton and Dayton 
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of Synod. It was 


5. Minutes 


* 


Resolved, That 2500 German and 1000 English copies shall be printed. 


6. Time and place of the next meeting of the Joint Synod. The 


before the full moon 


— 


t Synod shall be opened, D. v., on Wednesday 


* 


in October 1876, in Richmond, Ind. 


H. A. Becker, Png. Rec. 
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Thursday evening, sermon on congregational schools. Pastor G. 
ning, n by P tor H. F. 


A, 


— 


1 Cor. 4, 20. 


Saturday afternoon, Preparatory sermon. Pastor G. Dopken. 


in the English language, Pastor II. 


by Prof. W. F. Lehmann, Gospel Lesson 


DIVINE SERVICE DURING THE SYNOD. 
Wednesday evening, Pastoral sermon, by the President, Prof. M. 
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